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Efforts made, and issues to be addressed in follow-up surveys
with the aim of improved quality in cervical cancer screening program
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Abstract

We report the efforts of Setagaya Health Center, and issues to be addressed, in follow-up surveys
conducted to collect and to analyze results of gynecological examination referred following screening
test for uterine cancer. Based on results of public health screening for cervical cancer by cervical exfolia-
tive cytology, 70 % to 80 % of women underwent detailed examination at the screening institution or
other institution if indicated. Follow-up surveys on these medical institutions are thus important for
collection of detailed gynecological examination results. Due to streamlining of complicated proce-
dures for follow-up surveys through manualization and computerized system use, as high as 91.4 % of
screening institutions and 91.7 % of institutions for gynecological examination/medical treatment
replied to follow-up surveys. According to data from those who underwent examination or treatment,
83 % of women underwent such examinations as indicated for the previous 15 years. Recently, howev-
er, the percentage of women who fail to undergo gynecological examination or from whom results of
the examination cannot be collected is increasing. To enhance the percentage of respondents to follow-
up surveys and collection rate of detailed examination results, with the aim of improved quality in the
public health screening program, it is important to adequately cover expenses for follow-up surveys and
strengthen cooperation with the institutions, which have direct access to women who undergo cervical
cancer screening tests and the further gynecological examination.
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